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We know several couples who collect
“nativities.” But Susie wins the award; she con-
fided to me that she has collected about forty dif-
ferent sets which she displays on and off—and
not only at Christmas. | understand that she has
at least one displayed year round. Many of her
sets have a story to tell.

The one on my desk is from South America, a
gift. We see nativities displayed everywhere this
time of year, everywhere that is, except on the
lawns of schools and town halls where God
seems to be an unwelcome intruder. Some dis-
plays can be quite costly. A few years ago it be-
came the fad to steal the baby Jesus. The one
on the front lawn of our church was made by
church members. We have a set in our family
room which features Trolls, but the one Caren is
most proud of we purchased in Israel. It's made
of olive wood.

The bottom line, most nativities have stories to
tell, each display is unique, as individual as the
characters they feature. John the Baptist, Her-
od, Mary, Joseph, the shepherds—in their day
they were ordinary people. And by grace each
person was caught up in the drama of God’s plan
to redeem the world. God made them special.
Mary was a young girl, Joseph probably a bit old-
er and a builder by trade. Herod didn’t even live
in Nazareth or Bethlehem, but even he gets
caught up as the villain in God’s plan, God’s ex-
traordinary plan; his heroic plan.

| enjoy this song: it helps me “ponder in my
heart” what God has done.

| wonder as | wander out under the sky,

How Jesus the Savior did come for to die?

For poor ordinary people like you and like I.

| wonder as | wander, out under the sky. (WOV
642:1)

The carol seems to say it well. Christmas is a
time to wonder about God, to ponder the mystery
of “the Word made flesh” in Jesus. It's a time to
consider how we would have or should respond
to the Good News.

Watch them: the kids love to rearrange the figu-



rines, and restage the visit of the wise men. May-
be they see something of themselves in the story.
Adults are invited into the story, too. How’s this
for getting caught up in God’s plan? My grand-
mother hand painted a set for my mother one
year at one of those craft centers. My brother still
has it, but some of the pieces have broken. But
if you look at it, they are all painted in those awful
glowing colors from the 1960s. And the figurines
are the whitest, most European looking people. A
blonde baby Jesus, and wise men who looked as
if they'd stopped at Munich’s Octoberfest on the
way to the stable. The only thing missing was
the lederhosen and beer steins.

I've told some of you about my Aunt who kept a
little pig in the set under her tree. Even though |
was a kid, | knew pigs were not part of the scene.
Aunt Hilda did too (I think). It must have been her
little joke. Maybe she was just ahead of her
time... it was her way of saying the Messiah came
for Gentiles too. He came to unite Jew and Gen-
tile in one Church. He came to bring peace to
earth; he is peace between earth and heaven
too. God’s anger is assuaged in Jesus’ death and
resurrection; Jesus brings reconciliation through
the story of the cross, Colossians 1:20.

We have learned to live with imperfections and
silly inconsistencies. Our holy and righteous God
lives with us, loves us, and forgives us. We are
reconciled in Jesus; he brings us joy and God’s
acceptance. Jesus restores our broken relation-
ship with the Father above.

Nativity sets; they tell the story of diversity; they
remind us of sin and grace; they speak of God’s
unconditional love and of reconciliation; they
bring us joy; and they remind us why this season

is so special. 75 ‘
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“NEW STAR”

We are very grateful to June

Jalbert, Harriet Anderson and

Laura Rutan for putting together

our Christmas Program. They

gathered volunteers of all ages to

present the story of the birth of of

our Lord Jesus Christ to us all in a way that was
creative and entertaining.

A big thank you to the cast and crew for helping to
make this wonderful event happen. Juliette Jalbert,
Janelle Anderson, Luke Anderson, George
Unverzagt, John Mayo, Seth Stephens, Brianna
Friedman, Julia Todd, Katrina Todd, Ella
Frederickson, Avery Pyskaty , Olivia Anderson, and
Pastor Vogt



President’s Briefing

Happy New year! At least from a Church calendar
perspective with the start of the advent season.

On Saturday, December 8th, 2018, the church was
officially decorated, and it looks very festive and
inviting with respect to inside and outside the building.

| hope you also heard the GREAT news in that our
“Bury the IRS” and “Bury the Debt” campaigns are
now officially complete. Through, some very
generous offers we managed go from over $45,000 in
debt to Zero in under 10 months. | personally wanted
to thank everyone who participated in all aspects of
this campaign, with respect to your time, talent and
donations! Again, we can accomplish truly great
things with God’s help and the active participation of
our congregational members and friends of this
congregation.

We also were awarded a CHEF grant to replace our
phone system which is worth $1200 as well. This
gracious gift is being used to replace the wiring and
telephone equipment damaged in last years lightning
storm. The council and | are working on applying for
another CHEF grant to upgrade the computers, other
office equipment and the installation of a security
camera system for safety reasons.

Some of us attended a seminar led by Dr. Paul L.
Maier, Professor of Ancient History at Western
Michigan University, entitted “The Real Jesus: New
Evidence from History and Archaeology” in
Hackettstown NJ. This experience was a worthwhile
event that linked the bible to historical and
geographical events in a clear and simple manner
along with very inspirational messaging.

Now during the winter season do please continue to
share your time, talents and financial blessings with
your congregation to make us a very vibrant and
active church body in Christ. If you would like to get
involved with any aspect of the Church, please do not
hesitate to speak with myself or any church council
member or Pastor since without you we are just an
empty building!

Finally, let's all keep up the GREAT work we are
doing and plan to accomplish other BIGGER things
for us in 2019 that will benefit the community at-large
and our building and grounds.

Yours in Christ,
Joel Kosmich
Congregational Leader / President

Smile

Did you know your purchases can make a difference?
AmazonSmile donates to Prince of Peace when you
do your holiday shopping at https:/
smile.amazon.com/ch/22-1821833






