THE THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
December 13 & 14 - AD 2025

Page numbers refer to the pages in LSB, Lutheran Service Book

Announcements and Greeting with sharing The Peace of the Lord.
THE SERVICE OF THE WORD

Please Stand.

Opening Hymn 659 Lord of Our Life

Seventh Commandment: You shall not steal.

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not
take our neighbor’s money or possessions, or get them in any dishonest
way, but help him to improve and protect his possessions and income.

Confession, p. 167
Psalm 146

Praise the LorD!
Praise the Lorp, O my soul!
I will praise the LorD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
Put not your trust in princes,
in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.
When his breath departs, he returns to the earth;
on that very day his plans perish.
Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
whose hope is in the Lorb his God,
who made heaven and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them,
who keeps faith forever;
who executes justice for the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry.
The LorbD sets the prisoners free;

the LorD opens the eyes of the blind.
The Lorb lifts up those who are bowed down;
the LORD loves the righteous.

The Lorp watches over the sojourners;

he upholds the widow and the fatherless,

but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin.
The Lorp will reign forever,

your God, O Zion, to all generations.
Praise the LORD!

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit as it was in the
beginning is now and will be forever. Amen.

Kyrie, p. 168
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

The Collect

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the
darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever. Amen

The Readings
Old Testament Reading - Isaiah 35:1-10 (Isaiah was a prophet of God who lived
and prophesied 700 years before Jesus birth - approximately Born 740 B.C. Died
698 B.C.)
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;
it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the LorD,
the majesty of our God.
Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to those who have an anxious heart,
“Be strong; fear not!
Behold, your God
will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,

and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
then shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.
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Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his
disciples and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for
another?” And Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the
blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear,
and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. And
blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”
As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What
did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then
did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who wear
soft clothing are in kings' houses. What then did you go out to see? A prophet?
Yes, [ tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written,

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,

who will prepare your way before you.’

Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater
than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater
than he. From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has
suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. For all the Prophets and the
Law prophesied until John, and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is
to come. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Hymn 334 Oh Lord, How Shall I Meet You
Sermon: James 5
The Nicene Creed, p. 174 ff.

The Prayers
...0 Lord, in your mercy. Hear our prayer.

The Offertory; “What shall I render to the Lord?” p. 176



SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

Begins on page 177, LSB
The Communion Hymns

515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

900 Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love
The Post Communion
The Post-Communion Canticle, p. 181

“Thank the Lord...”
The Post-Communion prayer, offered by the Elder

The Benediction

Closing Hymn 345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding

Today, which is Children’s Memorial Day, we remember children and
grandchildren that were called home by the Lord and the grief that their
parents and loved ones experience.

We remember today:

Chad Eyster, Madoc O’Cllaghan, Brandi Yuroscheck, Andrew Demchak, Jolene
Jalbert, James Moraski, Bryce Holt, Miles Brettenbach and Hillory Donald

Psalm 91
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.
I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress,
my God, in whom I trust.”
For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler
and from the deadly pestilence.
He will cover you with his pinions,
and under his wings you will find refuge;
his faithfulness is a shield and buckler.
You will not fear the terror of the night,
nor the arrow that flies by day,
nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness,
nor the destruction that wastes at noonday.
A thousand may fall at your side,
ten thousand at your right hand,
but it will not come near you.
You will only look with your eyes
and see the recompense of the wicked.
Because you have made the Lord your dwelling place—
the Most High, who is my refuge—
no evil shall be allowed to befall you,
no plague come near your tent.
For he will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.
On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.
You will tread on the lion and the adder;
the young lion and the serpent you will trample underfoot.
“Because he holds fast to me in love, | will deliver him;

I will protect him, because he knows my name.
When he calls to me, | will answer him;



| will be with him in trouble;

| will rescue him and honor him.
With long life | will satisfy him

and show him my salvation.”

Let us Pray:

Heavenly Father, you sent your Son, our Savior, into the world for to die that
others might live a life eternal and the sins of the world would be washed away.
You know first hand the pain of watching your Son die and the pain of those
parents who know the pain of the loss of their child. On this day help all those
who grieve find comfort in the knowledge that their child is not dead and lost
forever but lives with you. Pleas strengthen us in the knowledge of the
resurrection and the reunion yet to come. And as we raise our voices in
anticipation of Jesus’ second coming let us pray for that day to come quickly that
all may be reunited in the kingdom of Heaven. For you live and reign forever an
ever, one God Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen

Martin and Katie Luther lost two of their six children. Elizabeth who was born on
Dec. 10, 1527 was called home August of the next year. Magdelena born on May
4, 1529 was called home September 1542. These girls were their second and
third children.

This is how Luther reacted to their deaths:

Elizabeth:

“My baby daughter, little Elizabeth, has passed away. It is amazing what a sick
heart...she has left to me, so much has grief for her overcome me. Never before
would I have believed that a father’s heart could have such tender feelings for
his child. Do pray to the Lord for me” (Luther’s Works 49:203).

Magdelena:

“When his daughter was in the agony of death, he fell on his knees before the
bed and, weeping bitterly, prayed that God might will to save her. Thus she gave
up the ghost in the arms of her father. Her mother was in the same room, but
farther from the bed on account of her grief. It was after the ninth hour on the
Wednesday after the Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity in the year 1542” (Luther’s
Works 54:431).

“When [Magdelena] died, Luther said, ‘l am joyful in spirit but | am sad according

to the flesh. The flesh doesn’t take kindly to this. The separation troubles me
above measure. It’s strange to know that she is surely at peace and that she is
well off there, very well off, and yet to grieve so much!” As the coffin was taken
from the home, Luther commented, ‘Ive just sent a

saint to heaven —yes, a living saint. Would that our death might be like this!’
Again, turning to others, Luther said, ‘Do not be sorrowful. | have sent a saint to
heaven. In fact, | have now sent tow of them’” (Luther’s Works 54:432-33).

1 Corinthians 15:42-57

So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is
raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in
weakness; it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual
body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body. Thus it is written,
“The first man Adam became a living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving
spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual.
The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from
heaven. As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is
the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. Just as we have borne
the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of
heaven. | tell you this brothers; flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold! | tell you a
mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, at the las trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead
will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. Fo this perishable body
must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality.
When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on
immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is
swallowed up in victory.” “o death, where is your victory? O death, where is your
sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to
God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

WORLDWIDE CANDLE LIGHTING MEMORIAL SERVICE

The Compassionate Friends Worldwide Candle Lighting on the 2" Sunday in
December united family and friends around the glove in lighting candles for one
hour to honor the memories of the sons, daughters, brothers, sisters and
grandchildren who left too soon. As candles are lit on December 14, 2025 at 7:00
p, local time, hundreds of thousands of people commerat and honor the
memory of all children gone too soon. Now believed to be the largest mass
candle lighting on the globe, the annual World wide Candle Lighting (WCL), a gift
to the bereavement community from the Compassionate Friends, creates a
virtual 24-hour wave of light as it moves from time zone to time zone. https://
www.compassionatefriends.org/wcl/



